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Greetings to you all. We’re past quarter one already! We hope you’re all staying safe and well in these difficult times. Welcome 
to the first AllTorque Newsletter of 2021 from us here in Bedford, UK. We have some exciting developments to share with you, 
including our recent office and plant relocations. We have managed to continue to serve our customers through the pandemic 

despite the very real issues of disruption created in the supply chain 
and the stresses and strains on people. We firmly believe in safety first 
and our robust “COVID-secure” system to help staff and visitors keep 
safe has proven successful throughout the pandemic.

Regarding BREXIT, we are working daily to reduce the initial disruption 
that has been caused due to the new requirements for paperwork at 

the border controls. We fully expect this to settle in the near term. We thank everyone for their dedication to help the transition 
go as smoothly as possible and to our customers for their patience. 

Bibby Turboflex has recently moved to a new manufacturing facility in Bedford, UK. The highly 
experienced Bibby engineering, internal sales and customer support teams have also moved to 
a new, modern satellite office in Liversedge, West Yorkshire, close to Bibby’s previous Dewsbury 
location. Existing contacts and telephone numbers for these departments will remain unchanged.

Bibby, part of Altra Motion’s CCB group, is recognized globally for advanced industrial 
couplings and torque limiting technologies. World-class Bibby Turboflex product lines include high performance Torsiflex 
and Turboflex disc couplings, grid, gear, and pin & bush couplings, plus a wide range of torque limiters and torque limiting 
modules. 

Altra has made a significant investment in Bibby’s move in terms of preparation, planning, training and logistics to the much 
larger and more flexible manufacturing facility. The Bedford plant can accommodate the full range of Bibby products, plus a 
wide range of clutches and brakes from allied Altra brands, including Wichita, Stieber, Stromag and Twiflex.  “The transition 
to the new location has been well executed with minimal customer disruption,” said Neil Wright, Altra VP and Director of 
the Heavy-Duty Brakes Group. “Bibby’s new multi-axis combination CNC machines have been integrated into an extremely 
efficient lean manufacturing process, based around multi-disciplinary manufacturing cells that now provide the engineering 
capacity to match future production demands.” 

Introduction

Bibby Moves to Bedford



Follow Twiflex on LinkedIn
www.linkedin.com/company/twiflex/

You may have noticed more content on social media – we encourage you to view our posts and videos on LinkedIn. Check 
out, like and comment on the videos. Let us know what you think and share similar success stories. 

We are pleased to announce that SK Oilfield Equipment (SKO) is our new distributor in 
India for the Oil & Gas market. “Initially, SKO will focus on Twiflex and Bibby products 
used on drilling rig draw works and top drive applications in India,” said Sudeep Murali, 

Altra India Manager. “They will work closely with end users, including Oil India, ONGC and other private oil rig operators.” 

Since its start in 1970, SK Oilfield has won the trust of oilfield customers by providing reliable, timely and value-added 
products and services. With representatives in Mumbai, New Delhi, Dehra Dun (birthplace of ONGC), Vadodara (Gujarat) and 
Duliajan (Assam), SKO is an ideal partner for effective marketing, sales, and logistics support to overseas companies who 
wish to provide equipment, services, software and consulting to the Oil & Gas sector in India.

SKO’s focus is on identifying India’s technology needs and then sourcing and delivering cost-effective solutions while 
enhancing domestic Oil & Gas production. SKO has assisted in successfully executing contracts for the supply of process, 
pipeline, production, well intervention, drilling and completion equipment, services and software to E&P companies, drilling 
and EPC contractors.

Social Media: Visit Us on LinkedIn

Distributor Focus: SK Oilfield Equipment

https://www.linkedin.com/company/twiflex/
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Update: College/University Recruitment Program

Altra Literature Portal

Twiflex recently held its third annual Undergraduate Placement Assessment Day in February. After a review of applications, 
candidates enrolled in college undergraduate mechanical engineering programs are selected to attend a full day of  
on-site activities. The students are interviewed, given a tour of the facility and participate in a series of individual aptitude  
and psychometric assessments. 

This year, based on their superior 
performance, three students were 
offered and accepted placements. Two 
students will work at the Bedford site in 
Production Engineering and Inspection, 
and one will work at the Liversedge 
location.

Callum MacDonald and Izaak Wright are two undergraduate students currently working with us from our 2020 recruitment 
day. Dominic Young was our undergraduate placement in 2019 and returned to work with us whilst continuing his studies.

Subscribe  
If you wish to add colleagues’ names to our circulation list, please notify: comms@twiflex.com 

Building Maintenance  
This year’s summer shutdown when the Bedford site will be closed for maintenance is from  
Monday, August 2nd to Friday, August 6th.

Altra’s Virtual Trade Show  
Altra’s immersive and interactive trade show environment provides visitors around the world with convenient 
24/7 access to browse the extensive portfolio of motion control and power transmission products offered by 
our 27 global brands. Visit the Altra Virtual Trade Show at www.altraex.com

Finally, a reminder that literature PDFs can be downloaded, and 
printed hard copies can be ordered from the literature portal via all 
Altra brand websites at www.altraliterature.com
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 The Brands of Altra Motion

 Couplings

Ameridrives
www.ameridrives.com

Bibby Turbo� ex 
www.bibbyturbofl ex.com

Guardian Couplings
www.guardiancouplings.com

Huco
www.huco.com

Lami� ex Couplings
www.lamifl excouplings.com

Stromag 
www.stromag.com

TB Wood’s
www.tbwoods.com

Linear Systems

Thomson
www.thomsonlinear.com

Geared Cam Limit Switches

Stromag
www.stromag.com

Engineered Bearing Assemblies

Kilian
www.kilianbearings.com

Electric Clutches & Brakes

Matrix
www.matrix-international.com

Stromag
www.stromag.com

Warner Electric
www.warnerelectric.com 

Deltran
www.thomsonlinear.com

Belted Drives
TB Wood’s 
www.tbwoods.com

Heavy Duty Clutches & Brakes

Twi� ex
www.twifl ex.com

Stromag
www.stromag.com

Svendborg Brakes
www.svendborg-brakes.com

Wichita Clutch
www.wichitaclutch.com

Gearing & Specialty Components

Bauer Gear Motor
www.bauergears.com

Boston Gear
www.bostongear.com

Delevan
www.delevan.com

Delroyd Worm Gear
www.delroyd.com

Nuttall Gear
www.nuttallgear.com

Engine Braking Systems

Jacobs Vehicle Systems
www.jacobsvehiclesystems.com

Precision Motors & Automation

Kollmorgen
www.kollmorgen.com 

Miniature Motors

Portescap
www.portescap.com

Overrunning Clutches 

Formsprag Clutch
www.formsprag.com

Marland Clutch
www.marland.com

Stieber
www.stieberclutch.com

Twi� ex Facilities

Europe

United Kingdom
9 Briar Road, Twickenham

Middlesex TW2 6RB - England

+44 (0) 20 8894 1161
info@twifl ex.com
sales@twifl ex.com

Industrial Brake Systems

Ampthill Road
Bedford, MK42 9RD - UK

+44 (0)1234 350311

Industrial Brake Systems

Germany
Hatschekstraße 36
69126 Heidelberg - Germany

+49 (0) 6221-304719
twifl ex-sales @ stieber.de

Industrial Brake Systems

North America

USA
2800 Fisher Road
Wichita Falls, TX 76302 - USA

940-723-3483
Toll free: 844-723-3483

twifl ex.info@twifl ex.com

Industrial Brake Systems

Asia Pacifi c

Australia 
+61 2 9894 0133

China
+86 21 5169-9255 

Hong Kong 
+852 2615 9313

Singapore 
+65 6487 4464

Taiwan 
+886 2 2577 8156

Thailand 
+66 2322 5527

Neither the accuracy nor completeness of the information contained in this publication is guaranteed by the company and may be subject to change in its sole discretion.  The operating 

and performance characteristics of these products may vary depending on the application, installation, operating conditions and environmental factors.  The company’s terms and 

conditions of sale can be viewed at http://www.altramotion.com/terms-and-conditions/sales-terms-and-conditions.  These terms and conditions apply to any person who may buy, 

acquire or use a product referred to herein, including any person who buys from a licensed distributor of these branded products.

©2020 by Twifl ex LLC. All rights reserved.  All trademarks in this publication are the sole and exclusive property of Twifl ex LLC or one of its affi liated companies.

Application Profile

Power Take-Off Clutch
Mobile Wood Chipper

Product

Application
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Highlights

• Air tube disc design clutch 
• Provides smooth, shock-free     start-ups

• Torque rating 21,806 Nm    (193,000 in.lbs.)
• Simple air controls allow for    remote control of clutch and    throttle

• High-speed air tube not    affected by centrifugal force
• Bearing support eliminates    sideload on crankshaft

• Dynamically balanced for    high-speed operation

A leading Australian manufacturer of melamine panels and components needed a 
replacement power take-off (PTO) clutch for one of its large mobile wood chippers. The 

chipper is located at the company’s primary wood chipping mill. The clutch, enclosed in 

a bell housing, is mounted directly to the flywheel on the Caterpillar diesel engine. Belt 

drives that power the chipper’s rotating blades and hydraulic pump are overhung on the 

clutch’s output shaft.  

After more than 10 years of service, the chipper’s original clutch was beginning to 
slip under full load. This condition created excessive heat that eventually caused a 
catastrophic failure of the clutch’s shaft bearings. 
Based on previous successful collaborations, the facility operator contacted Altra 
Australia. To meet the challenging application requirements, Altra/Wichita supplied a 
modified air tube disc power take-off clutch designed specifically to provide superior 
torque control on heavy diesel engine applications. The 22.5 in. diameter clutch, with a 

torque rating of 21,806 Nm (193,000 in.lbs.), featured a special shaft configuration to 

accommodate the pulley sheaves.
The Wichita PTO clutch’s air tube disc design provides smooth, shock-free start-ups. 

The high-speed air tube is not affected by centrifugal force. Bearing support eliminates 

sideload on the crankshaft. Units are dynamically balanced for high-speed operation. 
Simple air activation allows for remote control of both the clutch and the throttle. PTO 

clutch models are available for all popular diesel engines up to 700 HP.
US (Application Assistance)
1-800-964-3262
wichitaclutch.com

Europe
+44 (0) 1234 350311wichitaclutch.co.uk

Australia/Pacific
+61 2 9622 1333
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